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Welcome to Physics First Honors!  This class is intended for freshmen and will require frequent homework.  If you are not attempting work outside the class then you are not learning and will not retain the material.  If you are having a difficult time with a topic, please stop in and see me for help.  

I. Materials:

A. [image: image2.emf]

Every day you will need to bring to class:



-  3-ring binder


-  pencils & erasers – no pens on homework, tests, quizzes, labs etc.!



-  calculator (scientific is better, but not required)



-  active brain cells

B.
Generally, if you are not prepared for class, you will not be allowed to go to your locker to retrieve any forgotten items.  During tests you may not share a calculator with another student!  If you must borrow a calculator from me it will cost you 5 points on the test.
II. Behavioral Guidelines:

A. POLICY: “Mutual respect is expected among person’s in the school,” and is the primary rule in this classroom.  Be respectful of one another and be respectful of the teacher; you should also expect to be treated with respect by your fellow students and by your teacher.  Your behavior in class should not interfere with your learning or anyone else’s learning.


B.
Some specifics:



-
When I am talking, you should not be; and when another student is talking, you should not be.



-
When given time during class to work on homework, you must do just that.



-
Food and drink are NOT allowed in the classroom.  The only exception is that you may bring in a bottle of water.



-
We will be working in a lab setting several times during the semester.  Safety is the utmost concern.  If there is horseplay in the lab you will be removed from all labs and receive a 0 (zero) for all labs.



-
If you do something immature don’t be surprised if you are asked to leave the class and report to the dean’s office.  This especially includes the language you use (vulgar, profane, obscene, or derogatory remarks included).
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A. Percentages will be assigned letter grades as follows:


90 – 100
A


80 – 90
B


70 – 80
C


60 – 70
D


< 60
F   

B. Your overall grade will be determined as follows: 


28% - Tests



22% - Homework



22% - Labs



8% - Binder



20% - Final Exam

C. Homework is a necessary part of the class and will primarily consist of reading, book work, work sheets, and problem sets.  Labs that are done in class will often need to be completed at home as homework.

D. Tests are worth more than homework (however, notice that it is only 6% more!).  You will be required to complete tests in the class time provided.  I recommend you study from the unit’s homework assignments and labs.
E. Late work is not accepted.  The only exception is if you are excused due to illness or a school related activity.  You will have the same number of days to make up an assignment as you missed.

F. Make-up days for tests are on Friday before or after school in room 129, and make-up days for labs are generally on Wednesday’s after school (this may vary, so be sure to ask!).  Make-ups are to be completed within one week of your absence.  Be sure to communicate with me if you have any concerns!
G. YOU are responsible for making up your work!!  There is a crate in the room, with a calendar in it listing the homework assignments.  If there were handouts, they will be filed under the day of the week that you missed.  Assignments are also listed on the calendar on my website.
· If you are having trouble I will be available after school to meet with you.  You can usually find me in Room 225 or in the Science office.  

· We may do some class projects, which are not funded by the Science Budget.  They will require you to purchase some supplies (generally no more than $10.00).  
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